HUFF'S CHURCH CHATTER

December, 2021
Church Address: 540 Conrad Rd., Alburtis, 18011
Church office: 610-845-2626 Church & Chapel: 610-845-2541
Rev. Dr. Jennifer Bannerman
Pastor Home Office: 570-778-7524
Office email: office@huffschurch.com
Website: www.huffschurch.com
Facebook Page: Huff’s Union Church, Inc.
Facebook Group: Huff’s Union Church

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the members of Huff’s Union Church, desiring to be
blessed together with Word and Sacrament and to become
evermore the Body of Christ in our world, do hereby commit
ourselves to a ministry which includes increasingly meaningful worship, creative Christian Education, intentional witnessing, dedicated service, and responsible support.
Huff’s slogan: Making Disciples: Inside and Out. UCC
slogan: God is still speaking. ELCA slogan: God’s work, our
hands.
DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS
We will decorate the church for Christmas on Saturday morning, November 27, 2021. Please volunteer by coming to the
church at 9:30 a.m. to help beautify the building and grounds for
the Christmas season.

POINSETTIAS IN CHURCH
Red Poinsettias will again adorn the Nave of
the Church for our Christmas Worship Services. Order form is in the November Newsletter or on the table next to the Sunday Bulletin.
If you would like to order a plant(s), please
complete the order form and along with payment give or mail to Robin Diehl at 50 Eric
Lane, Alburtis, PA 18011, OR put it in an envelope marked POINSETTIAS and place in the
offering plate. Please make checks payable to HUFF’S UNION
CHURCH. Orders must be received by December 5, 2021. Cost is
$10.00 per plant.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
On Christmas Eve, December 24, 2021, we will have a candlelight and communion service at both 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Everyone will be required to wear a mask. We will also have our
Christmas Eve online service available.
MITTEN TREE
With the Christmas Season at our doorstep,
the church will again be beautifully decorated on
November 27, 2021.
Therefore, the Mitten Tree will be erected
upstairs for attaching caps, scarfs, hats, gloves,
etc. until January 9, 2022. Items will then be
sent to St. Vincent’s Mission in David, Kentucky. Many thanks
for your generosity.

LOOKING AHEAD
We will celebrate the Langschwammer Nei Yaahrs Winsch at the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 9,
2022. This is a PA Dutch New Year’s Blessing given in the Dialect.
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2022 CHURCH ENVELOPES
Beginning Sunday, December 12, 2021, the 2022 church envelopes will be available for pick-up on the lower level of the
church.
We have decreased the number of envelopes ordered to reduce
waste. As a result, if you want an envelope pack for someone who
was not assigned an envelope number, please contact the church
office and a pack will be issued.
CLOSING THE CHURCH BOOKS FOR 2021
Any offerings to be credited to 2021 giving statements must
be received in the church office by December 31, 2021.
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
Because we want to have a complete picture of what is happening at Huff’s Union Church each year, we ask every committee, team, or group to submit a report of what they have done in
the previous year. 2021 reports are due in the church secretary’s
mailbox by January 23, 2022. Treasurer’s reports are an exception; they will be due in the office by early February, 2022.
SPONSORING BULLETINS OR FLOWERS IN 2022
New sign-up sheets for sponsoring flowers or bulletins in 2022
will be posted in the Upper Narthex on December 12. The cost for
sponsoring Bulletins is $17 and the cost for Flowers is $31. More
than one bouquet can be ordered for a particular Sunday, but if no
order is placed for a Sunday, we will not have flowers in the
Church. Please sign up with your name and whether this is in
memory of or in honor of someone. Payment may be sent to the
office or use a pew envelope and mark it bulletin or flower sponsorship. If you would like to sponsor flowers or bulletins for December 2021, please call the office.
CONTACT PERSON NEEDED
We are looking for a contact person to receive notifications about mission events with local agencies. If you
would be interested in helping us with this outreach program, please contact the Church office (610-845-2626) or
Martin Kriebel (610-845-2960).
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MINISTRIES WITH SENIORS
The East Berks Mission District of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod is hoping to start a new joint ministry between the
churches that will focus on the senior members of our congregations. (Think youth group for seniors.) This will be a lay-led ministry that will help churches connect with each other for shared
programs, activities and other ministry opportunities. If this
sounds interesting to you and you would like to get involved,
contact Pastor Jennifer and she will put you in touch with the organizers.
SPECIAL OFFERING OPPORTUNITY FOR DECEMBER
The special offering opportunity for December is the UCC
Christmas Fund. This offering supplements pensions and health
care costs for those retired pastors and leaders of UCC congregations who fall into very low income brackets, or provides emergency assistance for pastors and families in financial need. Please
use the envelopes in the pew racks or literature racks and place
filled envelopes in the offering plate, or mail in your contributions, clearly marked “Christmas Fund”. Thank you for helping
those retired servants of God in their time of need.
FRIEND, INC. FOOD FOR NEEDY TRUCK AT HUFF’S
Friend, Inc. will bring a mobile food truck to Huff’s Union
Church parking lot on the first Thursday of each month to distribute food on a regular monthly basis. The next distribution will
be on Thursday, December 2, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
INCLEMENT WEATHER
As always, if the weather conditions are unsafe, we will cancel church and post the cancellation notice on the WFMZ
(Channel 69) television station. You can also go to our Facebook
page or website, www.huffschurch.com to check for cancellation
notices. You may also call a council member. We will make our
decision by 8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning.
If you are not sure of conditions, please put your safety first
and join us in our online worship.
HUFF’S CHURCH AUXILIARY MEETING
The next Auxiliary meeting is tentatively scheduled for Monday, February 21, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.
We will be planning the next Oyster Pie Fundraiser. Everyone
is invited to attend.
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PRAYER LIST
Prayer is a sacred and intimate act. God knows our hearts, our
needs and who we are praying for, even before their name is uttered. To honor the sacredness of prayer, we always want to ask
permission before we put a person’s name on the public prayer
list. To ensure that we can offer prayers for all who ask and honor
their wishes, we are adopting the following policy:
Anyone may call the church office and ask Edwina to place
their name or family member’s name on the prayer list. She will
confirm that you have the person’s permission to place their name
on the list and ask if they want just their first name or full name to
be spoken. Those names will be read as listed in Sunday worship.
Names will remain on the prayer list for a total of two weeks. If
you want it on longer, contact the office again after the two week
period. Names can still be added Sunday morning, but only a person’s first name will be spoken until the office has been contacted. There will continue to be a time during prayers where anyone’s name may be spoken aloud or in the quiet of our hearts.
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
We are honoring our members who celebrate their 80th
birthday or older and also honoring those members who celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary or more. Please let us know if we
missed anyone.
BIRTHDAYS:
12/4 - Charles Hoffman
12/20 - Pauline Reinhard
12/24 - Jean Kline
12/25 - Stanley Geisinger
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:
12/28 - John & Jane Leeser
MEMORIALS
In Memory of Melvin Greiss, who passed away on October
3, 2021:
Carl Arner

5

Announcement of Congregation Meetings:
On December 12, 2021, there will be a Union/
ELCA/UCC Corporation meetings within the 8AM and
10:30AM worship services. Anyone who is an Active
Member at Huff’s may vote (which includes our teenagers who have been confirmed). Zoom links will be
provided to remotely connect by computer or phone in
the eblast and upcoming bulletins or you may contact
the Church office for the information
The required quorum to hold the meeting is 70 Active Members.
In the event that that the business of the meeting
(s) cannot be completed for any reason including but
not limited to inclement weather, provision of additional information, or lack of quorum, the meeting(s)
will be continued to Sunday, December 19, 2021,
within the 8AM and 10:30AM Worship Services.
Those Active Members who attend the meeting(s) on
December 19, shall constitute a quorum and are authorized to act on this matter even if less than 70 are
in attendance.
If the voting is done on December 12, then the December 19 meeting will not be held.
The agenda for the meeting(s) will be the following
items:
-2022 Union, UCC and ELCA budgets
-Nominations and elections of members to Union
Council, ELCA Council, and UCC Consistory
-To vote on amending current Huff’s Union Constitution and Bylaws removing current Endowment
Article and approve Stand-Alone Mission Endowment Fund Policy.
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Background:
*In 2009 Huff’s Union Constitution and Bylaws was
amended by congregation vote to establish the current
Endowment Fund.
*During preparation of new Constitution and Bylaws,
Attorney Strohl recommended the congregation amend
the current Union Bylaws to remove the Endowment
Article and approve a stand-alone updated policy for
the current Endowment fund. Then new Constitution
and Bylaws only has to include an authorization for
Council to establish Endowment Funds in the future.
*Proposal is included to establish the stand-alone Mission Endowment Fund Policy so that name reflects purpose as well as clarifications and updated wording
consistent with new Constitution and Bylaws. At
11/8/21 meeting, Church Council approved some improvements in grammar and terminology reflected in
current Proposal. The purpose and focus of the distribution are the same as 2009 version. Original 2009
document and details of updated wording, grammar,
and terminology are available by contacting Church
Office.
Two thirds approval is required on the following
two votes:
1-The proposed Mission Endowment Fund Stand
Alone Policy shall be established effective immediately.
2-Huff’s Union Constitution and Bylaws shall be
amended to remove Article XV Endowment Fund

Questions about the meetings, or vote, contact Martin
Kriebel at 610-845-2960 or
martin.kriebel.315@gmail.com
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THE PERFECT GIFT
Are you looking for the perfect gift this Christmas? I have
seen numerous ads in the paper, on TV, and online that tell you
where you can find it, and if you come in within the next 48
hours, or order now, you can get it for half price!
The Christmas shopping season has officially started. This
year there seems to be an added frenzy as folks want to return to a
“normal” Christmas that Covid denied us last year. The battles
over the “hottest” gifts of the season are being waged in department stores and on-line shopping sites across the land. The cynics
are writing columns about how they are starting to side with the
Grinch as consumerism seems to spin out of control. And the ever
faithful are again running their campaign against the War on
Christmas!
It is easy to forget, isn’t it, what this season should be about.
The Perfect Gift is not to be found in the latest toy gadget, the
prettiest clothing, or the finest jewelry. The Perfect Gift is the gift
God gave to us – the gift of Love in the form of a Child who
would transform our lives. The Perfect Gift that we can give is
the gift of God’s love reflected in our own love for one another. It
can still be reflected in that special present that will make a loved
one happy, but even more, it can be reflected in the quality of
time and attention that we give to one another.
So, if you find yourself getting caught up in the craziness of
this season and longing for the good old days when Christmas
was about family and friends and the best part of the season was
gathering together as a community, this year you can do something about it. Talk with your family and friends. Tell them that
the gift you truly want is their presence, even if that presence
comes in the form of a phone call or video chat. Give them the
gift of your love, in all the forms that you can imagine. While
you’re at it, give that gift to a stranger as well. Let us remember
that during these crazy times we can all use an extra dose of love
in our lives.
May the perfect gift of God’s hope, peace, joy and love be
yours,
Pastor Jennifer
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STAYING CONNECTED
This year has shown us how important it is to stay connected
with each other. Many of us are missing the simple gatherings
before and after church, the conversations and the hugs. In an effort to increase our Congregational Care for one another, we want
to make sure folks keep connected - especially those of you who
don’t get our weekly e-blast, aren’t able to watch our service
online, and can’t yet make it to church.
If you would like to be on a list to receive regular calls from
another member, or sign up to be a person who regularly calls
other members, please give Edwina a call at the church office,
and let her know. Once we hear from folks, we will coordinate
phone connections. In the meantime, don’t hesitate to call someone if you just want to talk, or to take the initiative to check in on
other members. This is a chance for us to deepen our connections
and show our care for one another.
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Huffs UCC 2020 Budget
DRAFT 11/11/20
Income
Interest and
dividends
Realized and
unrealized gains
275th anniversary
t-shirts

Actual
2019

Budget Forecast
2020
2020

Budget
2021

Budget
2022

15,422

15,000

5,092

5,000 (a)

5,000

55,254

20,000

3,630

27,000 (b)

25,000

1,150

-

-

-

71,826

35,000

8,722

32,000

30,000

10,000

14,000

14,000

14,000 (c)

15,000

PSEC - OCWM (a)
Bethany Children's
Home

5,300

5,300

5,300

5,300

5,300

1,600

1,600

1,600

1,600

1,600

Phoebe Home

1,600

1,600

1,600

1,600

1,600

Lancaster Seminary

1,600

1,600

1,600

1,600

1,600

PSEC meeting fees
Covenant
Association dues
Pension Board
Generations of
Service

475

570

-

570

570

264

275

275

275

275

100

100

100

100 (e)

100

1,627

2,200

2,121

2,950

-

-

-

Miscellaneous
expenses

-

200

-

200

200.00

Total expenses

25,516

27,445

26,596

27,345

28,345

7,555 (17,874)
(f)

4,655

Total income
Expenses
Union Support

Bank and
investment fees
275th anniversary
expenses

Net income (loss)

46,311
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2,100 (d) 2,100.000

(a)

investments were rebalanced during 2019/2020; relied on
2020 forecast as proxy for 2021 budget

(b)

assumed overall 8% return on projected $397,000 investment
balance ($425,000 current balance minus
$28,000 needed to cover 2021 expenses), less budgeted interest and dividends

(c)

per 2021 Union budget

(d)

0.5% fee on projected average $413,000 balance ($397,000
beginning of year and $429,000 end of year)

(e)

2021 will be the fourth year of a 5-year pledge of $100 / year

(f)

To cover 2020 and a portion of 2021 expenses, we transferred
$22,000 from the investments.
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